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Adopted by the Session of Little Falls Presbyterian Church in 2007
INTRODUCTION

from the Form of Government 

in the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.):

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) states its faith and bears witness to God’s grace in Jesus Christ in the creeds and confessions of the Book of Confessions. …These statements identify the church as a community of people known by its convictions as well as by its actions. They guide the church in its study and interpretation of the Scriptures; they summarize the essence of Christian tradition; they direct the church in maintaining sound doctrines; they equip the church for its work of proclamation.  (The Church and Its Confessions, F-2.01)
“Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?” (W-4.4003(c))
As nominating committees consider candidates for church office, as elders train newly-elected elders and deacons, and as Christian Education Teachers and Small Group Leaders teach sound doctrine, it is their responsibility to ensure that the essential tenets of the Reformed faith have been understood and sincerely received and adopted as the constitution requires. 

Because it is the constitutional responsibility of Session to ensure the doctrinal faithfulness and integrity of its officers, we have prepared a partial list of common biblical and Reformed doctrines that we consider essential and distinctive, along with (1) summaries of the doctrines and (2) Scripture and (3) confessional citations supporting and explaining them. The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Bible is used for all scripture references.

We commend to all officers and nominees this list and its summaries. Those nominated to the office of Elder or Deacon will be instructed in these doctrines and asked whether they can give consent to them with theological integrity and a blameless conscience.

In preparing this summary we have distinguished “common biblical doctrines,” which are generally the most catholic elements of our Reformed tradition, and “reformed distinctives,” which distinguish us from other major theological traditions and are more the exclusive property of Presbyterian and Reformed Christians. We have been guided in this distinction by Chapter II of the Book of Order (The Church and its Confessions), generally identifying “common biblical doctrines” with paragraphs F-2.03 and F-2.04, and “reformed distinctives” with paragraph F-2.05. 

For purposes of clarity we have deviated from this format in two instances. First, we have placed the Reformed view of the human condition under common biblical doctrines, since it is a necessary prerequisite for understanding the nature and work of Christ. Second, we have added a section on the sacraments under ‘reformed distinctives’ as being essential to the office of Minister of Word and Sacrament. 

The combination of “common biblical doctrines” and “reformed distinctives” comprise what we believe are meant by the “essential tenets of the reformed faith” as expressed in W-4.4003(c). 
In pressing for confessional fidelity, we are occasionally challenged by a historic phrase from our tradition and the Book of Order: “God alone is Lord of the conscience.” The implication is that no one but God may bind our theological conscience in terms of what is to be believed. And we agree! The full quote explains the proper context and understanding of this phrase:

God alone is Lord of the conscience and hath left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men which are in anything contrary to his Word, or beside it, in matters of faith or worship. (F-3.0101)  (italics added for emphasis)

In other words, precisely where God’s Word has spoken and precisely in matters of faith and worship—that is where our conscience is bound and not free. The Lord who has spoken through his written Word binds our conscience in matters of faith and worship.  It is entirely appropriate and even necessary, therefore, for the ordained leadership of the church to diligently direct, teach, correct, and make inquiry concerning the doctrines that elders, deacons, and ministers of Word and Sacrament “sincerely receive and adopt”—that these doctrines are consistent with the Bible and our Reformed standards.

This document is our thoughtful and intentional effort to fulfill that responsibility. 

 SECTION 1

COMMON BIBLICAL DOCTRINES

GOD

We worship the one only living and true God who is revealed in the Bible and who is the source of all life, glory, goodness, and blessedness. 

Trinity. With the holy catholic church in all ages, we confess the mystery of the holy Trinity—that there is one God alone, infinite and eternal, Creator of all things, the greatest good, who is one in essence or nature, yet who exists in a plurality of three distinct persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Creation/Providence/Sovereignty. God in the beginning created the universe and everything in it for the manifestation of God’s glory, eternal power, wisdom, and goodness. He is the sovereign ruler of creation, working all things according to the counsel of his omnipotent and righteous will. In gracious providence God continually upholds, directs, oversees, and governs creation—all creatures, actions, and things. 

In sovereignty God has seen fit to accommodate free will among moral creatures, resulting in great cultural and cosmic good and terrible evil, disorder, and disobedience. Nevertheless, God is in no way the author of evil or sin, but continues to govern creation in such a way as to cause all things to work together for good for those who love Him. God opposes all evil and will certainly triumph over it and bring creation to a glorious consummation.

Grace. God is holy. God is love. God’s holiness demands death for our sin. God’s love desires life for those whom He loves. In grace God chooses to show love and mercy through Christ’s death on the cross. When we were dead in trespasses and sin, God made us alive with Christ, saving us by grace through faith, as a sheer gift of sovereign love.  Christ is the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to know God outside of a relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

Worship. God—and God alone—is worthy of worship. We respond to God by consciously and intentionally seeking to declare, explore, celebrate, and submit to God’s righteous and gracious kingship over all of creation and over every aspect of our individual and corporate life, and thereby “to glorify him and enjoy him forever.” (Westminster, 7.01)  This is true worship.

HUMANITY—ORIGINAL RIGHTEOUSNESS AND FALL INTO SIN

Human beings were created by God in God’s own image—in true righteousness and holiness—to know, love, and obey God and be righteous stewards of the creation. Our earliest forebears, instead of acknowledging, worshiping, and obeying God, became disobedient sinners and brought sin and death upon themselves and all creation. 

There is now a radical brokenness and corruption in human nature that is the result of and results in sin. Sin is rebellion against God. No human effort can resolve or redeem this defect. Sin is destructive, contagious, parasitical, polluting, disabling.  Human beings are sinners by nature, by influence, by choice, by action. 

While there is an inalienable glory and nobility to human beings because they are God’s image bearers, this image is now broken and distorted, and even our best and noblest actions are contaminated by sin. Every part of our human being—our personality, intellect, emotions, will, motives, virtues, and actions—is corrupted by sin.  The human will, originally free and righteous, is now crippled and defective.

As a result, human beings are in bondage to sin and subject to God’s holy judgment. Without God’s intervening grace and salvation, they are lost and condemned.

JESUS CHRIST – INCARNATION OF THE ETERNAL WORD

Jesus Christ is fully God and fully human. In the person of Jesus of Nazareth, the eternal Son of God uniquely entered human history and became a real human being.  He is truly the Word of God (Jn 1:1-3)—that is, the perfect and culminating expression of God’s mind and heart, of God’s will and character—present in the intimate fellowship of the Holy Trinity from eternity and fully engaged with the Father in the work of creation and redemption. 

Becoming human, Jesus had “in him all the fullness of God” dwelling (Col 1:19) and was “God with us” (Matt 1:23)—a living tabernacle of God’s holy presence, “full of grace and truth” (Jn 1:14-18).  His divine-human identity is corroborated by the true witness of scripture—in his divine conception and virgin birth, in God’s own testimony concerning Jesus, in Jesus’ supernatural works of healing and deliverance, in his obedience to the point of sacrificial death, and in his bodily resurrection from the dead and exaltation to heaven. He is now Lord over everything in creation.  

The early church in the creeds of Nicea and Chalcedon accurately interpreted and expressed the apostolic testimony concerning Jesus—fully God and fully human. The significance of this is: in Christ we are dealing with God himself; in Christ we have a human being who truly represents us.  

Jesus Christ is God’s only Mediator between God and humankind and God’s unique agent for the salvation of the world.  He is also the perfect expression of what humanity was designed to be.  In his complete obedience, he became the representative Human Being, a second Adam, modeling for us human life and offering to God on our behalf human life that is rightly in God’s image—reflecting God’s glory in a wholly submitted life of steadfast love and righteousness. 

This same Lord Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, as attested in scripture, is to be the center of the Christian Church’s proclamation, worship, discipleship, and mission.  As we eagerly and prayerfully anticipate that “he will come again to judge the living and the dead” and to establish God’s righteous kingdom in fullness and perfection, we say, “Come Lord Jesus!” (Rev 22:20)

JESUS CHRIST – HIS ATONING WORK

Jesus’ death on the Cross was the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world.  In this act of obedience to God’s will and love for humankind, Jesus acted as the divine agent for the salvation of the world. In his death he perfectly fulfilled the office of High Priest and was also the perfect sacrifice for sins—“the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” (Jn 1:29)  The Cross became an altar on which his life was sacrificed as a substitute for ours, and satisfaction and expiation for sins were completely accomplished. On the sole basis of the finished work of Christ on the Cross, sinners may now be reconciled to a holy God and set free from their bondage to sin and death to live for God in holiness and joy.  

Exalted upon his bodily resurrection to the place of honor beside God the Father, Jesus Christ the eternal Son, now Lord of heaven and earth, continues his saving work, advocating and interceding on behalf of the church and functioning as our eternal prophet (God’s living and revealed Word), priest (ever making intercession and mediation for us), and king (ruling his church by Word and Spirit and with sovereign love and power).

SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

Salvation is God’s gracious work through Jesus Christ to reclaim humankind and all creation from sin and its consequences. Christ’s righteousness and atonement are the sole basis for human salvation. Faith in Christ is the only instrument by which this righteousness is received by individual believers, resulting in their justification.

Justification is the righteousness of Christ imputed to a sinful woman or man through faith alone in Christ. Their faith appropriates Christ’s atonement, resulting in their sins atoned for and forgiven and God reckoning them to be righteous.  

Scripture also describes salvation as a ransom or redemption from slavery (Mk 10:45); a sacrificial substitution (Christ’s death for our death); reconciliation of sinners with a holy God; our sins being sacrificially expiated, satisfied, covered over, forgiven, and removed. All of these ways describe how God has given us “the forgiveness of sins, everlasting righteousness and salvation out of sheer grace solely for the sake of Christ’s saving work.” (Heidelberg, 4.021)

Faith is (1) accepting the message of salvation as true and (2) trusting God to apply this salvation to us. Faith is “certain knowledge” and “wholehearted trust,” that is created in us by the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. In faith we accept, receive, and rest “upon Christ alone for justification, sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace.” (Westminster, 6.080) 

AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE

The Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are God’s uniquely revealed and written Word, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and are the church’s first and final authority in all areas of faith and life including theological doctrine, mission, church order, character, ethical behavior, and lifestyle choices. 

The Bible speaks to us with the authority of God himself. We seek to understand, love, follow, obey, surrender, and submit to God’s Word—both Jesus Christ, the living Word of God, and the Scriptures, the written Word of God, which bear true and faithful witness to Jesus Christ. 

The Bible is the unique and authoritative guide to what is to be believed and how the Christian person is to live.  As the Word of God, the scriptures are placed by Him and his church above any human authority, cultural norm, or ideology—whether religious, ecclesiastical, governmental, political, economic, psychological, sociological, scientific, historical or philosophical.  God’s written word does not merely contain the “Word of God” it is “the Word of God.”

APPENDIX A

COMMON BIBLICAL DOCTRINES: 

SCRIPTURE AND CONFESSIONAL REFERENCES

This appendix contains biblical and confessional references on which each doctrine is based.

GOD

Scripture

Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.  (Deuteronomy 6:4)

I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god.  (Isaiah 45:5)

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them.  (Exodus 20:4-5)

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  (Matthew 28:19)

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. (2Corinthians 13:13)

The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God (Luke 1:35)

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. (John 14:26)

They exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling a mortal human being or birds or four-footed animals or reptiles. (Romans 1:23)

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth… (Gen 1:1)  

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,  for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created  (Rev 4:11)  

For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome, a great king over all the earth. (Ps 47:2)  

To the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. (Jude 1:25)  

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.  (Rom 8:28)  

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will.  (Eph 1:7-11)  
… he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 
Confessions

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. (1.1)

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified. (1.3)

Scots Confession

We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we must cleave, whom alone we must serve, whom only we must worship, and in whom alone we put our trust. Who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible; one in substance and yet distinct in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. (3.01)

Heidelberg Catechism

Q.27. What do you understand by the providence of God?

A.27. The almighty and ever-present power of God, whereby he still upholds, as it were by his own hand, heaven and earth together with all creatures… (4.027)

Westminster Confession of Faith

In the unity of the Godhead there be three Persons of one substance, power, and eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. (6.013)

God from all eternity did by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass; yet so as thereby neither is God the author of sin; nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures, nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, but rather established. (6.014)

There is but one only living and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection… almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, most absolute, working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most righteous will, for his own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, …abundant in goodness and truth. God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself, and is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient.  (6.011-012)

Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. (10.1)

HUMANITY—ORIGINAL RIGHTEOUSNESS AND FALL INTO SIN

Scripture

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. (Gen 1:26-27,)

One man’s trespass led to condemnation for all…by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners. (Romans 5:18-19)

Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. (Ps 51:5)

No one living is righteous before you. (Ps 143:2)

The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse -  who can understand it? 

(Jeremiah 7:9)

There is no one who is righteous, not even one;For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:10-23)
 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. There is no fear of God before their eyes. and the way of peace they have not known.  ruin and misery are in their paths, Their feet are swift to shed blood;Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.Their throats are opened graves; they use their tongues to deceive. The venom of vipers is under their lips.  All have turned aside, together they have become worthless; there is no one who shows kindness, there is not even one.   there is no one who has understanding, there is no one who seeks God.
For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a man.  (Matthew 15:19-20) 

For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  (Rom 7:18-23) 
Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? …but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot. (Rom 8:7)

You were dead through the trespasses and sins All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. (Ephesians 2:1-3)in which you once lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 
Confessions

Scots Confession

By this transgression, generally known as original sin, the image of God was utterly defaced in man, and he and his children became by nature hostile to God, slaves to Satan, and servants to sin. And thus everlasting death has had, and shall have, power and dominion over all who have not been, are not, or shall not be reborn from above. (3.03)

Heidelberg Catechism

God created man good and in his image. That is, in true righteousness and holiness, so that he might rightly know God his Creator, love him with his whole heart, and live with him in eternal blessedness, praising and glorifying him. (4.006)

By nature I am prone to hate God and my neighbor. (4.005)

The wrath of God is revealed from heaven, both against our inborn sinfulness and our actual sins, and he will punish them according to his righteous judgment in time and in eternity. (4.010)

Westminster Larger Catechism

The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, consisteth in the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the want of that righteousness wherein he was created, and the corruption of his nature, whereby he is utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite unto all that is spiritually good, and wholly inclined to all evil, and that continually; which is commonly called original sin, and from which do proceed all actual transgressions. (7.135)

The Fall brought upon mankind the loss of communion with God, his displeasure and curse; so we are by nature children of wrath, bondslaves to Satan, and justly liable to all punishments in this world and that which is to come. (7.137)

Confession of 1967

In sin, men claim mastery of their own lives, turn against God and their fellow men, and become exploiters and despoilers of the world. They lose their humanity in futile striving and are left in rebellion, despair, and isolation. …All human virtue…is found to be infected by self-interest and hostility. All men, good and bad alike, are in the wrong before God and helpless without his forgiveness. Thus all men fall under God’s judgment. No one is more subject to that judgment than the man who assumes he is guiltless before God or morally superior to others. (9.12-13)

Brief Statement of Faith

In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. (10.3)

JESUS CHRIST – INCARNATION OF THE ETERNAL WORD

Scripture

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. (John 1:1-3, 14-18)
 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being... And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. He was in the beginning with God. 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. (Colossians 1:15-20)
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. (Hebrews 1:1-3)
but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 
For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all—this was attested at the right time. (1Timothy 2:5-6)

And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end. Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. (Luke 1:31-35)
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
That is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself. (2Corinthians 5:19) 

Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.  (Romans 5:18-19)

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. And this is the spirit of the antichrist. (1John 4:2-4)

Confessions

Nicene Creed 

We believe…in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. (1.1-1.2)

Westminster Confession 

The Son of God, the second Person in the Trinity, being very and eternal God, of one substance, and equal with the Father, did, when the fullness of time was come, take upon him man’s nature, with all the essential properties and common infirmities thereof; yet without sin: being conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her substance. So that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably joined together in one person, without conversion, composition, or confusion. Which person is very God and very man, yet one Christ, the only Mediator between God and man. (6.044)

Confession of 1967

Jesus Christ is God with man. He is the eternal Son of the Father, who became man and lived among us to fulfill the work of reconciliation. …In Jesus of Nazareth, true humanity was realized once and for all. (9.07-9.08)

Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. (10.2)

JESUS CHRIST—HIS ATONING WORK

Scripture

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures. (1Cor 15:3) 
In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us… For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2Cor 5:19,21)

He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (1Jn 2:2)

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. (1Peter 3:18)

But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. (Heb 9:11-12)

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”. (Gal 3:13)

You are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. (Matt 1:21) 

And what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. (Eph 1:19-23)  
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
But we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. (1Cor 1:23-25) 
but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. (1Corinthians 2:2)
May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Galatians 6:14)

…the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord…(Rom 1:3-4)

And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. (1 Peter 3:21-22)
Confessions

The Nicene Creed

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. (1.2)

The Apostles’ Creed
…Jesus Christ…was crucified, dead and buried; he ascended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty… (2.2)
Scots Confession
Christ’s death, passion, and burial.  That our Lord Jesus offered himself a voluntary sacrifice unto his Father for us, that he suffered contradiction of sinners, that he was wounded and plagued for our transgressions, that he, the clean, innocent Lamb of God, was condemned in the presence of an earthly judge, that we should be absolved before the judgment seat of our God; that he suffered not only the cruel death of the cross, which was accursed by the sentence of God; but also that he suffered for a season the wrath of his Father which sinners had deserved. But yet we avow that he remained the only, well beloved, and blessed Son of his Father even in the midst of his anguish and torment which he suffered in his body and soul to make full atonement for the sins of his people. (3.09)

Heidelberg Catechism

Q.37. What do you understand by the word “suffered”?

A.37. That throughout his life on earth, but especially at the end of it, [Jesus Christ] bore in body and soul the wrath of God against the sin of the whole human race, so that by his suffering, as the only expiatory sacrifice, he might redeem our body and soul from everlasting damnation, and might obtain for us God’s grace, righteousness, and eternal life. (4.037)

Q.31 Why is he called CHRIST, that is, THE ANOINTED ONE?

A.31  Because he is anointed by God the Father and anointed with the Holy Spirit to be our chief Prophet and Teacher, fully revealing to us the secret purpose and will of God concerning our redemption; to be our only High Priest, having redeemed us by the one sacrifice of his body and ever interceding for us with the Father; and to be our eternal King, governing us by his Word and Spirit, and defending and sustaining us in the redemption he has won for us. (4.031)

Confession of ’67

God’s reconciling act in Jesus Christ is a mystery which the Scriptures describe in various ways. It is called the sacrifice of a lamb, a shepherd’s life given for his sheep, atonement by a priest; again it is ransom of a slave, payment of debt, vicarious satisfaction of a legal penalty, and victory over the powers of evil. These are expressions of a truth which remains beyond the reach of all theory in the depths of God’s love for man. They reveal the gravity, cost, and sure achievement of God’s reconciling work. (9.09)

SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

Scripture

The righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:22-26)
whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  (Romans 5:1)

Yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ.  (Galatians 2:16)
By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God - not the result of works, so that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. (John 3:16)

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)

Confessions

Heidelberg Catechism

Q.21. What is true faith?

A.21. It is not only a certain knowledge by which I accept as true all that God has revealed to us in his Word, but also a wholehearted trust which the Holy Spirit creates in me through the gospel, that, not only to others, but to me also, God has given the forgiveness of sins, everlasting righteousness and salvation, out of sheer grace solely for the sake of Christ’s saving work.

Q.60. How are you righteous before God?

A.60. Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. In spite of the fact that my conscience accuses me that I have grievously sinned against all the commandments of God, and have not kept any one of them, and that I am still ever prone to all that is evil, nevertheless, God, without any merit of my own, out of pure grace, grants me the benefits of the perfect expiation of Christ, imputing to me his righteousness and holiness as if I had never committed a single sin or had ever been sinful, having fulfilled myself all the obedience which Christ has carried out for me, if only I accept such favor with a trusting heart.

2nd Helvetic Confession

All of us are by nature sinners and godless, and before God’s judgment seat are convicted of godlessness and are guilty of death. But…solely by the grace of Christ and not from any merit of ours or consideration for us, we are justified, that is, absolved from sin and death by God the Judge. …For Christ took upon himself and bore the sins of the world, and satisfied divine justice. Therefore, solely on account of Christ’s sufferings…[God] imputes Christ’s righteousness to us as our own. …Because we receive this justification, not through any works, but through faith in the mercy of God and in Christ, we therefore teach and believe with the apostle that sinful man is justified by faith alone in Christ. …Faith receives Christ our righteousness and attributes everything to the grace of God in Christ. (5.107-109)

WHAT IS FAITH? Christian faith is not an opinion or human conviction, but a most firm trust and a clear and steadfast assent of the mind, and then a most certain apprehension of the truth of God presented in the Scriptures and in the Apostles’ Creed, and thus also of God himself, the greatest good, and especially of God’s promise and of Christ, who is the fulfillment of all promises. …This faith is a pure gift of God. (5.112-113)

Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith.

AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE

Scripture

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. (2Timothy 3:16-17)

When you received the word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God's word, which is also at work in you believers. (1Thessalonians 2:13)

[Jesus] answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” (Matthew 4:4)

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures.. (Luke 24:44-45)
Confessions

2nd Helvetic Confession

We believe and confess the canonical Scriptures of the holy prophets and apostles of both Testaments to be the true Word of God, and to have sufficient authority of themselves, not of men. For God himself spoke to the fathers, prophets, and apostles, and still speaks to us through the Holy Scriptures. And in this Holy Scripture, the universal Church of Christ has the most complete exposition of all that pertains to a saving faith, and also to the framing of a life acceptable to God; and in this respect it is expressly commanded by God that nothing is to be added to or taken from the same. (5.001)

Scripture is the Word of God. (5.003)

We hold that interpretation of the Scripture to be orthodox and genuine which is gleaned from the Scriptures themselves (from the nature of the language in which they were written, likewise according to the circumstances in which they were set down, and expounded in the light of like and unlike passages and of many and clearer passages) and which agree with the rule of faith and love, and contributes much to the glory of God and man’s salvation. (5.010)

Westminster Confession of Faith

The whole counsel of God, concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men. (6.006)

The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself. (6.009)

The Larger (Westminster) Catechism

Q.3. What is the Word of God?

A.3. The holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God, the only rule of faith and obedience.

Q.4. How doth it appear that the Scriptures are the Word of God?

A.4. The Scriptures manifest themselves to be the Word of God, by their majesty and purity; by the consent of all the parts, and the scope of the whole, which is to give all glory to God; by their light and power to convince and convert sinners, to comfort and build up believers unto salvation. But the Spirit of God, bearing witness by and with the Scriptures in the heart of man, is alone able fully to persuade it that they are the very word of God. (7.113-114)

Confession of 1967

2. THE BIBLE

The one sufficient revelation of God is Jesus Christ, the Word of God incarnate, to whom the Holy Spirit bears unique and authoritative witness through the Holy Scriptures, which are received and obeyed as the word of God written. The Scriptures are not a witness among others, but the witness without parallel. The church has received the books of the Old and New Testaments as prophetic and apostolic testimony in which it hears the word of God and by which its faith and obedience are nourished and regulated.

The New Testament is the recorded testimony of apostles to the coming of the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, and the sending of the Holy Spirit to the Church. The Old Testament bears witness to God’s faithfulness in his covenant with Israel and points the way to the fulfillment of his purpose in Christ. The Old Testament is indispensable to understanding the New, and is not itself fully understood without the New.

The Bible is to be interpreted in the light of its witness to God’s work of reconciliation in Christ. The Scriptures, given under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are nevertheless the words of men, conditioned by the language, thought forms, and literary fashions of the places and times at which they were written. They reflect views of life, history, and the cosmos which were then current. The church, therefore, has an obligation to approach the Scriptures with literary and historical understanding. As God has spoken his word in diverse cultural situations, the church is confident that he will continue to speak through the Scriptures in a changing world and in every form of human culture. 

God’s word is spoken to his church today where the Scriptures are faithfully preached and attentively read in dependence on the illumination of the Holy Spirit and with readiness to receive their truth and direction. (9.27-9.30)

SECTION 2

REFORMED DISTINCTIVES
ELECTION FOR SALVATION AND SERVICE

Our salvation and sanctification are based entirely on God’s initiative and God’s grace. It is not primarily about our choice but God’s choice. The Reformed understanding of election is that God has chosen us in Christ for salvation and service—

· To be redeemed,

· To be God’s own “treasured possession,” a holy nation and a kingdom of priests,

· To live holy and exemplary lives, zealous for good works, 

· Resulting in praise for the glory of God’s grace.

Our salvation is not an accident we stumble into or a destiny we create. It is God’s gracious purpose for our life and it is for God’s glory.

God has elected us out of grace.

God has elected us from eternity.

We are elected (or predestined) in Christ, that is—

Christ is God’s elected Son, chosen to redeem God’s creation and to be Mediator and Savior for humankind. Our election is not direct, but indirect—we are elected on account of Christ, with the result that those who are now grafted into Christ by faith are also elected.

We are elected for a definite purpose—

to glorify God by our redeemed and sanctified life.

Our faith in Christ and our good works are evidence and confirmation that we are elected.

Election is a doctrine intended to reassure Christians of the security of their salvation and of the steadfast love of God for them, and to instill in them a sense of divine purpose and a zeal for good works.

A person may know with complete assurance, on the basis of the promises of Scripture and God’s faithfulness, that if they are trusting in Christ for their salvation, they indeed are in Christ and are elected.

COVENANT AND COVENANT LIFE

Covenant, in the cultural context of the Bible, described the strongest relationship of love and loyalty between persons. It was a solemn relationship and bond, often with explicit oaths and obligations, often sealed solemnly with the blood of sacrifice. Reconciliation after hostility and conflict was often marked by a covenant ceremony. A covenant was entered into by faith as a relationship of trust and solemn promises; it was held together by faithfulness. Covenant faithfulness led to blessing and life; breaking covenant invoked a curse. Covenants described the relationship between rulers and subjects, wife and husband, business partners, neighboring nations. God adapted this covenant model to describe his special relationship and bond with the people he redeemed. 

God’s covenants had different forms and details at different times in salvation history (for example, with Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David), but they reflected a single sovereign and gracious purpose to redeem, sanctify, and preserve a people who belonged to God. The divine covenant was always initiated by God; it was sustained by God’s faithfulness in spite of humankind’s history of unfaithfulness; it was an expression of God’s steadfast love (Heb., hesed); and it reached a culmination and fullness in the “new covenant” (Lk 22:20) established and perfected by Jesus Christ. 

In Jesus, the promised Messiah, we encounter personally and directly the Mediator of God’s perfect and everlasting covenant (Heb 9:15). Jesus has perfectly fulfilled the obligations of the covenant for us; he has demonstrated complete faithfulness to God as a covenant partner. In his substitutionary death he took on himself the curse for our covenant breaking, ended the separation our sins had caused, reconciled us and made us right with God. Those who put their faith in Christ are spiritually united with him, enter the new covenant where there is salvation and redemption, become members of the covenant community called the church, and enjoy the covenant promises of eternal life and blessing. 
Every believer is called to be a faithful and participating member of a local church, where “the community of the new covenant” has local expression and where they can be discipled into holiness and maturity. The community of the new covenant is to be a demonstration of the supernatural reality and power of the kingdom of God—what the world looks like and might become where God is acknowledged as King; a community of love and wholeness; a ministry extending the healing, deliverance, and grace that marked the life of Jesus and his disciples.

STEWARDSHIP

God has given us all that we have and all that we are. He charges us with the responsibility of using all our abilities and gifts in his faithful service and to his glory—and especially to further the work and mission of the church, to relieve suffering and help the poor, to resist the devil and overcome evil.  In particular God has ordered us to manage and care for creation as grateful stewards and obedient servants.

Jesus Christ is Lord of every area of our life—our spiritual life and our physical life; our social life including marriage, politics, justice, and culture; our intellectual life; our work life and our recreational life; the use of our bodies, our possessions, our resources, and our money. We are to be stewards of all of these things to manifest and extend the kingdom of God in the world, to extend the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth, and to bring glory to the name of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.

TRANSFORMATION OF SOCIETY

God’s redeeming and reconciling work in the world was accomplished through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and continues through the church, the body of Christ, God’s agent for the transformation of society, empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

The great ends of the church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven in the world (F-1.0304).

Jesus Christ, as the Lord of the church, calls the church into being, declares its mission, and supernaturally equips it for its work.  Its mission is:

· To proclaim the good news of salvation by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, leading persons to repentance, acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord, and new life as his disciples; 

· To demonstrate new life in Christ tangibly through its love for one another and the quality of its common life together, sharing in worship, fellowship, and nurture, practicing a deepened life of prayer and service under the guidance of the Holy Spirit;

· To be the provisional demonstration of the new reality God intends for humanity;

· To participate in God’s activity in the world through its life for others.

· To be a constant voice of prophetic challenge and inspiration, calling the church and civil government to actions designed to alleviate discrimination, poverty and hunger, strengthen sexual responsibility, conserve creation, and seek alternatives to war, violence and narrow nationalistic agendas.
The people of God are called to be transformed and to work for the transformation of society by seeking justice and living in obedience to the Word of God. The church is to commit itself fully to this mission, waiting for and demonstrating the Kingdom of God until the Lord’s coming again.
SACRAMENTS

The church receives from the Lord Jesus Christ two sacred and symbolic actions, called sacraments, which enact and perform (symbolize and seal) the promises of the gospel. These sacraments are Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  Baptism is the sign and seal of incorporation into Christ and of the washing away of sin through his sacrifice. The Lord’s Supper, using bread and wine, is the sign and seal of our ongoing communion with the living Christ and of his life continuing to nourish us. Both sacraments point to and remind us of the holy sacrifice of Christ for us. The Holy Spirit uses these sacraments—the common signs of water and of bread and wine, combined with the promises in the gospel of eternal life and forgiveness through Christ—to convey grace, salvation, and the real presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, which are received in faith by the believing community in their worship together.

APPENDIX B

REFORMED DISTINCTIVES:
SCRIPTURE AND CONFESSIONAL REFERENCES
This appendix contains biblical and confessional references on which each distinctive is based.

ELECTION FOR SALVATION AND SERVICE

Scripture

As he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  (Ephesians 1:4-7)He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 
In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:11-12)

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last. (Jn 15:5,8,16)

[God] saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.  (2Timothy 1:9)  

For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. (Ephesians 2:10)  

In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. (Ps 139:16)

Confessions

Scots Confession

That same eternal God and Father, who by grace alone chose us in his Son Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world was laid, appointed him to be our head, our brother, our pastor, and the great bishop of our souls. (3.08)

2nd Helvetic Confession

From eternity God has freely, and of his mere grace, without any respect to men, predestinated or elected the saints whom he wills to save in Christ. (5.052)

Not on account of any merit of ours, God has elected us, not directly, but in Christ, and on account of Christ, in order that those who are now ingrafted into Christ by faith, might also be elected. (5.053)

The preaching of the gospel is to be heard, and it is to be believed; and it is to be held as beyond doubt  that if you believe and are in Christ, you are elected. …Let Christ, therefore, be the looking glass, in whom we may contemplate our predestination. (5.059-60)

 COVENANT AND COVENANT LIFE

Scripture

God’s covenant with Noah (Genesis 6:18) included a promise to never again destroy the earth by flood (Genesis 9:8-17). 

God’s covenant with Abraham included a promise of land and descendents (Genesis 17:1-8). 

God’s covenant with the people of Israel included release from Egyptian bondage (Exodus 19:3-6). 

God’s covenant with David included a promise that his descendents would have an everlasting kingdom and that his throne would be established forever (2Samuel 7:12-16). 

Through the prophets, God did speak of a new covenant to come—God’s same covenant of relationship, but fulfilled in a new way (Jeremiah 23:5-6; 31:31-34; Isaiah 9:6-7).

15For this reason he is the mediator of a new covenant…(Hebrews 9:15)

Remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise…But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. (Ephesians 2:12-13)
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation… (I Peter 2:9,10)

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28)

Confessions

Scots Confession

As we believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, so we firmly believe that from the beginning there has been, now is, and to the end of the world shall be, one Kirk… (3.16)

Second Helvetic Confession

What is the Church? The Church is an assembly of the faithful called or gathered out of the world; …those who truly know and rightly worship and serve the true God in Christ the Savior, by the Word and Holy Spirit, and who by faith are partakers of all benefits which are freely offered through Christ. (5.125-5.126)

The Westminster Confession of Faith

Man, by his Fall, having made himself incapable of life by that [first] covenant, the Lord was pleased to make a second, commonly called the covenant of grace; wherein he freely offered unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ. (6.039)

The Visible Church, which is also catholic or universal under the gospel…consists of all those throughout the world that profess the true religion, together with their children, and is the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of God, through which men are ordinarily saved and union with which is essential to their best growth and service. (6.141)

The Shorter Catechism

Q 20.  Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery?

A.  God, having out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected some to everlasting life, did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver them out of the estate of sin and misery, and to bring them into an estate of salvation by a Redeemer. (7.020)

The Larger Catechism

Q. 31.  With whom was the covenant of grace made?

A.  The covenant of grace was made with Christ as the second Adam, and in him with all the elect as his seed. (7.141)

Q. 32.  How is the grace of God manifested in the second covenant?

A.  The grace of God is manifested in the second covenant, in that he freely provideth and offereth to sinners a mediator, and life and salvation by him; and requiring faith as the condition to interest them in him, promiseth and giveth his Holy Spirit to all his elect…(7.142)

Q. 35.  How is the covenant of grace administered under the New Testament?

A.  Under the New Testament, when Christ the substance was exhibited, the same covenant of grace was, and still is to be, administered in the preaching of the Word, and the administration of the sacraments of Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper…(7.145

q. 36.  Who is the Mediator of the covenant of grace?

A.  The only Mediator of the covenant of grace is the Lord Jesus Christ…(7.146)

Confession of 1967

To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as his reconciling community.… The church maintains continuity with the apostles and with Israel by faithful obedience to his call. (9.31)

STEWARDSHIP

Scripture

What do you have that you did not receive? And if you received it, why do you boast as if it were not a gift? (1Corinthians 4:7)

Above all, maintain constant love for one another…Be hospitable to one another…serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received...(1Peter 4:8-10)

The earth is the LORD’S and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; (Psalm 24:1)

He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. (Titus 2:14)
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1)
Confessions

The Westminster Larger Catechism

Q. 141 What are the duties required in the eight commandment?

A.  The duties required are:…Giving and lending freely, according to our abilities and the necessities of others…[generosity]

Q. 142 What are the sins forbidden in the Eighth Commandment?

A. The sins forbidden (include)… defrauding ourselves of the due use and comfort of that estate which God has given us [miserliness].

The Confession of 1967

“The church calls every man to use his abilities, his positions, and the fruits of technology as gifts entrusted to him by God for the maintenance of his family and the advancement of the common welfare.” (9.46)

Brief Statement of  Faith
“But we rebel against God; we hide from our creator… and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care…” (33,38)

TRANSFORMATION OF SOCIETY
Scripture

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20,)
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure God’s wrath. (John 3:38)

Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, (Heb 5:8-9)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8)
For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Joel 2:32)
Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.

Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked. (Ps 82:3-4)


But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.  Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. (2 Peter 3:10-13)

Take away from me the noise of your songs;

    I will not listen to the melody of your harps.

But let justice roll down like waters,

    and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. (Amos 5:21-24)

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;  (Matt 25:34-36)
I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.

    He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind,

    to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:16-21)

Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:36-37)

Confessions

Westminster Confession of Faith

Since there is no other way of salvation than that revealed in the gospel and since in the divinely established and ordinary method of grace faith cometh by hearing the Word of God, Christ hath commissioned his Church to go into all the world and to make disciples of all nations. All believers are, therefore, under obligation to sustain the ordinances of the Christian religion where they are already established, and to contribute by their prayers, gifts, and personal efforts to the extension of the kingdom of Christ throughout the whole earth. (6.058)

The Larger Catechism

The duty which God requireth of man is obedience to his revealed will. (7.201)

The duties required in the Eighth Commandment are: truth, faithfulness, and justice in contracts and commerce between man and man…and an endeavor by all just and lawful means to procure, preserve, and further the wealth and outward estate of others, as well as our own. (7.251)
Confession of ‘67

God’s reconciling work in Jesus Christ and the mission of reconciliation to which he has called his church are the heart of the gospel in any age. (9.06)

Life is a gift to be received with gratitude and a task to be pursued with courage. Man is free to seek his life within the purpose of God: to develop and protect the resources of nature for the common welfare, to work for justice and peace in society, and in other ways to use his creative powers for the fulfillment of human life. (9.17)

In each time and place, there are particular problems and crises through which God calls the church to act. The church, guided by the Spirit, humbled by its own complicity and instructed by all attainable knowledge, seeks to discern the will of God and learn how to obey in these concrete situations. (9.43) See also 9.44-9.46.

A Brief Statement of Faith

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to…hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom and peace. (10.4)

SACRAMENTS

Scripture

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. (Acts 2:42)

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:3-4)
13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. (1Corinthians 12:13)

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (1Corinthians 11:23-26)
In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? (1Corinthians 10:16)

Confessions

Heidelberg Catechism

Q.66 What are the Sacraments?

A.66 They are visible, holy signs and seals instituted by God in order by their use he may the more disclose and seal to us the promise of the gospel, namely, that because of the one sacrifice of Christ accomplished on the cross he graciously grants us the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. (4.066)

Christ has instituted this external washing with water and by it has promised that I am as certainly washed with his blood and Spirit from the uncleanness of my soul and from all my sins. (4.069)

Q.74 Are infants also to be baptized?

A.74 Yes, because they, as well as their parents, are included in the covenant and belong to the people of God. (4.074)

2nd Helvetic Confession

From the beginning, God added to the preaching of his Word in his Church Sacraments or sacramental signs. …Sacraments are mystical symbols, or holy rites, or sacred actions, instituted by God himself, consisting of his Word, of signs and of things signified, whereby in the Church he keeps in mind and from time to time recalls the great benefits he has shown to men; whereby he also seals his promises, and outwardly represents, and, as it were, offers unto our sight those things which inwardly he performs for us, and so strengthens and increases our faith through the working of God’s Spirit in our hearts. (5.169)

The principal thing which God promises in all Sacraments and to which all the godly in all ages direct their attention…is Christ the Savior. (5.175)

The body of Christ is in heaven at the right hand of the Father; and therefore our hearts are to be lifted up on high, and not to be fixed on the bread. …Yet the Lord is not absent from the Church when she celebrates the Supper. The sun, which is absent from us in the heavens, is notwithstanding effectually present among us. How much more is the Sun of Righteousness, Christ, although in his body he is absent from us in heaven, present with us, not corporeally, but spiritually, by his vivifying operation. …Whence it follows that we do not have the Supper without Christ. (5.205)

Westminster Shorter Catechism

Q.94 What is Baptism?

A. 94 Baptism is a sacrament, wherein the washing with water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, doth signify and seal our ingrafting into Christ, and partaking of the benefits of the covenant of grace, and our engagement to be the Lord’s.

Confession of ‘67

Baptism with water represents not only cleansing from sin, but a dying with Christ and a joyful rising with him to new life. It commits all Christians to die each day to sin and live for righteousness. …By baptism, individuals are publicly received into the church to share in its life and ministry. (9.51)

The Lord’s Supper is a celebration of the reconciliation of men with God and with one another, in which they joyfully eat and drink together at the table of their Savior. …Partaking in him as they eat the bread and drink the wine in accordance with Christ’s appointment, they receive from the risen and living Lord the benefits of his death and resurrection. (9.52)

Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in God the Holy Spirit…[who] engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation. (10.4)
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