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CHURCH OFFICERS (2014)
The Session: 2014

Worship: Will Shields
Family Ministry: Norris Cochran
Adult Discipleship: Kerry Knott
Fellowship: Gregg Kurasz
Evangelism: Angela Smedes
Community Service: Frank Wilton
National & World Missions: Kym McMillan
Prayer: Evan Hudspeth
Administration & Finance: Rich Palmer
Moderator: Matt Merrill
Minutes Clerk of Session: Kelly Schomburg (inactive Elder)
Records Clerk of Session: Rae Kurasz (inactive Elder)

Deacons:

Trustees:

Rob Hersh
Tina Kreisher
Tom Lane
Karla Loper
Naida Meares
Kelly Pulsifer
Suzanne Swenson
David Weaver
Patti Yoder

Suzanne Klein
Otto Kreisher
Pat Maher
Robin Puttock
Becky Ramsey
Charlie Sursa
Trent Templer
John Weber
Jim Whitehead

Nominating Committee 2014:
Amy Frady (At-Large)
Mary K Johnson (At-Large)
Kelly Schomburg (At-Large)

Co-Treasurers
John Dubeck
Susan Hotine

Assistant Treasurer Financial Secretary
Hillary Schaeffler

Sarah Lindsay
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Prayer: Lori Worley
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Kelly Pulsifer
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SANCTUARY REMODEL
One of our most exciting changes in 2013 was the remodelding of our
sanctuary. In 2011, we worked with an architect to make plans for a future
sanctuary remodel. That work helped us identify several needs including:
more lighting, total sound system replacement, adjusted front seating for
flexibility and warmth, a permenantly installed video projection system, and
a more ideal choir seating arrangement... just to name a few. The
architect’s great plan to solve these issues came with a $1.4 million price
tag. Although the concepts were solid, the cost was too high.
At the January 15, 2013 Session meeting, the Elders wrestled with the idea
of moving the early service to the sanctuary because that service had
grown well over the occupancy maximum for the chapel. Moving out of the
newly remodeled chapel, which had
been a home for this service for
decades, was tough but it was also the
only way to continue to welcome more
people to worship. We knew that the
sound, video and "warmth" issues
needed to be resolved before the 9:30
service would feel at home in the
sanctuary. So, without a budget or a
total plan, the Session stepped out in faith, believing that over the next 10.5
weeks God would provide the plan, money and contractors to reopen the
renovated sanctuary by Easter morning.
Matt Merrill and Todd Robinson headed this project. Inspired by 2011 plans,
they began to sketch out the redesign. With help from the Trustees, John
Weber, Becky Ramsey, Lisa Dorsey, Tech Painting, David Wilson, and
Duane Lomis, a great plan came together. By God's grace, all of the
contractors agreed to work within our tight schedule. Work went on at all
hours of the day and night! During the same time, the Little Falls
Presbyterian Church Foundation and many in the congregation gave
generously. Now we have a great new worship space for both of our
services featuring:

- A flexible chancel that has the choir front and center
- Lighting that allows everyone to be seen
- An installed video projection that is not intrusive
- Clear, crisp sound
- A warm, inviting design including the stage thrust
- More architectural emphasis on the main stained-glass window
The plan finished on time and Easter 2013 was glorious! During those 10.5
weeks, we raised $103,000 for the project, which was exactly what it costed.
Glory to God for His provision of this great worship space.
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WORSHIP
Contemporary Worship – 9:30 a.m. Service
The Little Falls praise band has really come into its groove over this past
year. With a steady lineup of talented musicians, the band took great
strides toward becoming a cohesive group. They continue to work hard
each week to bring great music to the service and, more importantly, lead
worship in a Christ-centered, genuine and fun manner. Such great music
each week!

We outgrew our space in the chapel….

…and the 9:30 service relocated to the sanctuary!

Traditional Worship – 11:00 a.m. Service
The Little Falls chancel choir continues to lift their voices to heaven! We are
so blessed to have a choir that can sing so beautifully. Each week they lead
worship by singing lovely music, enhancing the worship service and
preserving the beauty of a wonderful traditional service. We are also
fortunate to have Suzanne Bechamps as our organist. Pipe organs and
organists are becoming rare, yet we are lucky to have a very fine organ and
an exceptional organist to play it. Such beautiful music each week!

CHILDREN
Children’s Church
What a great year of growth in Children’s Church (CC)! The number of
children regularly attending CC has almost doubled over this past year. The
greatest part about this growth is that our kids are following Christ’s
example by inviting their friends to come to Little Falls and to faith. Once
they come and realize that it’s a great place to be, they want to come back.
Evangelism is thriving among our kids and we couldn’t be more proud of
them! With the guidance of our amazing teachers, we are continually
making CC more Christ-centered, interactive and fun.

Vacation Bible Camp
This past summer we sent 150 children to “Athens: Paul’s Dangerous
Journey to Share the Truth.” It was a fun and exciting way to learn of God’s
love and a wonderful opportunity for
children to invite Jesus into their hearts.
Forty-plus volunteers served the children
through teaching Bible lessons, music,
games,
crafts and
creative
snacks.

We also extended the celebration to the
Sunday after VBC where we had a
combined service in which the children performed songs they learned at

camp and came to the church carnival. The picnic had awesome food,
moon bounces for the kids and those “older” folks that still think they are
kids. Look for the church carnival again this coming summer! Lastly, we
gave Jesus Storybook Bibles to newcomers at VBC. It was a great week of
showing and sharing God’s Love.

Hallelujah Chorus
Sing it with me… “HALLELUJAH! HALLEUHJAH!” George Frideric Handel,
composer of Messiah, which is where the famous “Hallelujah Chorus”
comes from, has nothing on this group. The
kid’s choir got off the ground this fall and
jumped right into a big Christmas musical,
“Christmas In Black and White.” They did a
great job with the musical, but more
importantly, they delivered the “true
meaning of
Christmas.”
We are
very proud of them! Be on the lookout for for
the Hallelujah Chorus’ next show, “Christ Is
Risen,” its Easter Cantata coming in April
2014.
Little Falls Youth Praise Band
This year was the debut of our Youth Praise Band (YPB). It is such a treat
to have so many young kids with different musical talents. We filled all the
necessary instruments and voices to make this band happen and that is a
blessing. Forming a group like this takes specific talents, time, patience,
energy and devotion. The YPB kids have all of these gifts and it really
showed when they performed at the 9:30 service in December. They only

continue to grow together as a group, in their love for music and in their
faith through music. How awesome is that?

Music and Story Time
Toddlers and little ones wiggled, giggled and sang out their energy on
Tuesday mornings with Alan MacEwen and occasional guest Todd
Robinson. Alan keeps the kids, moms and nannies beeping and bopping
along with fun and interactive songs. There is always a faith-based story
shared and group playtime. The kids LOVE it all! Julie Verry and Alan are
credited with starting this wonderful ministry here at Little Falls. You can
look for Music & Story Time in the Tree House from January through March,
and in the summer on the playground.

YOUTH
Well what can we say about 2013? It was
a year filled with studies about Jesus, the
first confirmation class in five years, new
opportunities for discipleship and some of
the most fun events around. This past
year we wanted to study three main
areas: who Jesus was, what He has done,
and what we should be doing as his
disciples. We studied the Gospels and later on in the year Paul’s books.
We committed to building community through a variety of fun yet teachable
events. We wanted to get our church and parents more involved in the
lives of our teens and we wanted for our teens to grow in their faith. Here
are some highlights of those goals.

This past year we introduced DNow, which is an overnight discipleship
weekend. Families from our church volunteered their homes for kids to
stay while volunteer leaders guided them through a study about living their
faith out. The weekend culminated with a
summary of the teaching, free Chic-Fil-A
lunch and an assortment of crazy games.
We even made a hilarious video!!
Another exciting event was our junior high
summer trip called FUGE. We traveled to
Ridgecrest, North Carolina to a summer
camp that focused on worshipping Jesus
Christ and building community among teens.
Kids were put into small groups with a
camp counselor to discuss challenging
topics relevant to teens. Every morning
and night the kids would experience the
highest quality of worship from a wellknown Christian band and would receive
biblical teaching from the camp pastor. To
give you an idea, though there were tons
of activities almost ever kid said they enjoyed “Man, this weekend was so
much fun, but what I enjoyed most was the worship and teaching.”
Some more highlights from the past year:
-Finishing our year long and in depth study of the
Gospel of John
-Close to 30 teens attending our Rebounderz
event in May ‘13
-Over 35 teens attending
our annual lock-in in June
-Our Gillette Games, which saw kids, participate
and get covered with shaving cream.
-Our awesome fall Corn Maze Trip
-New members coming into the Kaleo program

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Marriage Retreat
LFPC hosted its first ever retreat for married couples on a beautifully snowy
weekend in February, and what a success it was! Ten couples – including
one married for 52 years and one expecting their first child – ventured out
to Skycroft Conference Center in Middletown, Maryland.
Matt led the group in a study of what the Bible says about marriage and its
application to life in the 21st century. Between sessions, the couples
enjoyed walking in the snow, playing cards, competing at Corn Hole or
shopping in the nearby town.

Women’s Retreat
In late April, ten women from LFPC attended the Women’s Retreat
sponsored by the International Foundation. The ladies spent a restful
weekend at Young Life’s Rockbridge camp in the Shenandoah Valley. The
women enjoyed discipleship sessions about finding joy in the journey of life,
as well as time on the Rockbridge ropes course, walks on the property and
playing cards on the cabin floor like teenagers at summer camp!

All Church Retreat
The first annual all church retreat at Skycroft Retreat Center in Maryland
included nearly 100 folks from the congregation. Hiking, two-hand touch
football, crafts, pilates, link tag, 90th birthday celebrations and great
teaching were all a part of the fun weekend. We can’t wait to see what the
next retreat holds, and we hope it includes you!

Small Groups
A critical component of Adult Discipleship at Little Falls is Small Groups.
Small Groups give adults time to study the Word of God and share their
faith with others. Small Groups exist in many forms throughout Little Falls –
from larger, long-standing groups like the Friday morning Christ Care Group
and Eve Circle, to mid-size study groups like Lydia Circle and the monthly
Saturday morning women’s study, to smaller dinner gatherings called Table
groups, to the newly formed Discipleship Essential study teams. A special
thanks to all of those who lead these important groups!

Other Highlights
Other Adult Discipleship events included a hike through Great Falls, an
evening for Young Adults at Rebounderz Indoor Trampoline Arena, and a
family outing in August to cheer on the Washington Nationals baseball team.

FELLOWSHIP
Act III
The monthly Act III group enjoyed lots of great food, fellowship and special
programs this year. Highlights were:
ü Ed Ifft’s update on nuclear reactors and Fukushima
ü Trail tales from Ron Burger’s adventures on the Appalachian Trail
ü The spring musical with Todd Robinson singing toe-tapping Broadway
show tunes
ü Barney Hicks’ special historical accounts of Virginia
ü Fire Chief Paul Schomburg’s latest fire safety tips and Q&A
ü Christmas carols and the annual Christmas cookie exchange

Shrove Tuesday
The Shrove Tuesday talent show was
full of, well, talent! Skits, tap dance
numbers, piano recitals, poems and
paitings were great entertainment to
enjoy while feasting on pancakes!

NATIONAL & WORLD
MISSIONS
The Lord blessed Holy Oath Church of Christ of Namibia with the
completion of their church building in 2013. We will continue to support
them with prayer as they share the word of Christ.
LFPC began supporting a student from Russia
through the Young Life Developing Global
Leaders program. Our student is Ekaterina
“Katya” from Krasnodar, Russia. She attends
Moscow State Pedagogical University and is
majoring in Psychology. Even though we are
helping her financially she still needs our prayer
support. To learn more about Katya and the YL Developing Global
Leaders program, give her support, read her blog, or find out what her
prayer needs are, visit: http://ylgloballeaders.org/blog/show/423
Our mission team
arrived to find the
cabin we started last
year had progressed
to the view on the right.
Before we left we were
able to finish the three rows of cinder block needed before the framing
could start. (We had a little help from some new friends.)
Before summer started
they were able to finish
the cabin so that it
could be used for

camp that summer. Praise the Lord that 40 more kids are able to come
to camp for the summer and hear about God’s love.
All are invited to National & World Missions’ monthly meetings
held in the library at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of each
month.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
It was another terrific year for Community Service at Little Falls. We shared
our financial blessings with 15 local Arlington community organizations that
provide assistance to our friends and neighbors. Some additional service
highlights of the year include:
• At Easter we gave the 14 children at the two Doorways for Woman
and Children shelters each a Jesus Storybook Bible and treat-filled
Easter baskets. We also gave each of the 10 moms at the shelters a
Starbucks gift card and filled enough eggs for each shelter to host an
egg hunt for the families.
• Back in April, we once again sponsored the ever popular Shred-forBread event to benefit the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC).
Through the generosity of our friends and neighbors, we were able to
donate significant checks and food stuffs to our local community.
Shred-for-Bread is one of AFAC’s largest donation events of the year.
Many thanks to the Yoder family for once again organizing and
promoting this important annual event, and to the Boy Scouts for
distributing flyers, which greatly increased the publicity and turnout.
• During the summer, VBC families, along with the congregation, filled
10 backpacks with school supplies and Target gift cards for new
school clothes for Doorways children; we also gave extra school
supplies for the shelter to have on hand.
• In August, we were able to serve our partners at Arlington Bridge
Builders (ABB) by supporting its backpack drive. On the day it
distributed the backpacks (250!), it was also able to organize a
barbecue luncheon for the recipients and their families.

• At Thanksgiving we put together food
baskets for 11 families in Arlington.
The highlight of this event was a
terrific effort, led by Julie Verry, where
the youth created beautiful artwork to
share with these families along with
Bibles for the children.
• Christmas was a little brighter for some of our neighbors both near
and far. Through Operation Christmas Child
we provided 108 boxes of toys, toiletries and
other gifts for children around the world.

• Locally, our parishioners bought and wrapped Christmas presents for
50 children who worship at the Iglesia
de Dios Jesus El Buen Pastor and
Iglesia de Dios El Jordan.
Your giving goes farther than you’ll ever
know. Thank you, Little Falls, for the selfless
giving of your time and talents!

DEACONS’ CORNER
The Board of Deacons this year was comprised of Rob Hersh,
Madaline Kelso, Kristin Koegel, Naida Meares, Kelly Pulsifer, Suzanne
Swenson, Nancy Templer, David Weaver and Patti Yoder. We joyfully
continued with regular Deacon duties as follows: greeting before 11
a.m. worship, delivering flowers to shut-ins/sick/etc., assisting with
monthly worship services at Powhatan Nursing Home, sending weekly
cards that congregants have signed, attending monthly Board of
Session meetings, monitoring and visit individuals and families in Care
Groups, praying (and on occasion, providing food or meals) for those in
need, and visit the sick. Transportation was also provided for members
needing assistance getting to church and medical appointments.
Deacons prepared receptions following memorial services for eight
individuals who went to be with our Lord this year: Melissa Waters
(Taffy Brandt’s mother), Frankie Payne, Ruth Lo Bianco, John White,
Glenn Davis, Clifford Elvin Loper (Mark Loper’s father), and Grace
Worley Marquardt. Desserts were provided for the reception celebrating
the life of Lee Anne Taylor Bowler (Rae Kurasz’s sister).
Kelly Pulsifer participated on the Nominating Committee for electing
new Deacons, Elders, and Trustees.
A special thanks to Suzanne Swenson, Madaline Kelso, Naida Meares,
and Kelly Pulsifer, who served as Acting Chair during Kristin’s
absences this year.
The Board gathered socially in August and December for dinner,
fellowship and fun.

BUILDING & GROUNDS
The most significant accomplishment this past year
was the sanctuary changes to accommodate the
9:30 a.m. contemporary service, which had outgrown
the chapel (see Sanctuary Remodel for the full
update).
A popular addition to the
narthex was a 50-inch
television. Now we enjoy
photos of activities that
take place throughtout
the week in the life our
church. Many thanks to Gregg Kurasz, Ruth and
Abby Hudock, Dick MacEwen and Paul Schomburg who regularly
contribute to capturing these memories for us!
Erwin Hall has taken on a new look thanks to the efforts of Chris and Katie
Lugo and the Trustees. Chris and Katie painted and redecorated the living
room area and the Trustees arranged for a new tile floor in the basement.
The HVAC systems are showing their age. One of the three residential type
units servicing the office and chapel areas failed and was replaced, and
one of the three air handling units that provides air conditioning to the
sanctuary stopped working. The unit is scheduled for replacement this
spring, in time for the cooling season. The unit is located in the steeple
which will complicate the replacement and add to the cost. A boiler and
chiller, the main sources of heat and cooling for the Sanctuary and Tree
House addition, have outlived their useful life and require increasing
maintenance to keep them operating. In anticipation of their replacement,
the Trustees contracted with PEG consultants to carry out an evaluation of
our HVAC system and a phased replacement program. The boiler is
scheduled for replacement next summer as part of the first phase. To keep
up with increasing maintenance, the Trustees hired two new maintenance

companies to replace the current contractor that was not meeting our
expectations. The new contractors have been performing well.
We have Boy Scout John Voss to thank for an improvement to our grounds.
John is a member of Troup 638, sponsored by the curch and also a church
member. For his Eagle Scout project, John installed nine new benches and
a cross to the outdoor chapel. With the addition of the benches, the outdoor
chapel now seats 90 people.

CHURCH FINANCIAL
HEALTH
The Administration and Finance (A&F) Ministry Team’s primary
responsibility is to be faithful stewards over the financial resources God has
entrusted to us. The team does this through developing the annual budget
and, with the assistance of the Treasurers and the Financial Secretary,
monitoring the monthly income and disbursement of church funds and our
overall cash position. In addition, the team is responsible for the annual
stewardship campaign, overseeing personnel policies, and works with the
Trustees to ensure adequate funding to maintain our facilities.
God continued to bless us financially in 2013:
•While we budgeted for a deficit of $41,000, we had a surplus of $42,000.

•Offerings were up 15 percent over 2012, with average attendance up 12
percent.
•The $104,000 sanctuary renovation cost was primarily funded through the
generosity of the congregation and funds from the Little Falls Presbyterian
Church Foundation. Only $22,000 in existing memorial funds were used to
help fund the project.
•Our cash balance at the end of the year was virtually unchanged. Our
$42,000 surplus offset the funds used for the sanctuary renovation as well
as other building improvements.
•Pledges for 2014 are up 12 percent over 2013 pledges.
We are blessed to have the talents and dedication of so many in carrying
out our mission. John Dubeck and Susan Hotine continued to serve as CoTreasurers in 2013; Hillary Schaeffler continued to serve as Assistant
Treasurer; and Sarah Lindsay continued as Financial Secretary,
maintaining individuals’ contribution records, assisting with tabulating and
analyzing the results of the stewardship campaign, and helping with income
projections for 2014. Patti Yoder provided her extensive expertise in
organizational human resources to guide us in a review process for Matt
and our paid staff, with oversight from our Elders and input from many in
the congregation. Suzanne Swenson contributed many hours and her gift of
writing to update our Building Use and Website Privacy policies. Many in
our congregation also serve faithfully as counters each Sunday. We thank
all of them for contributing their gifts and many hours of their time.
Finally, we would like to thank the Trustees, and in particular Jim
Whitehead, who served as the Trustees’ representative to A&F, for
continuing to build a strong working relationship with A&F.

MEMBER MILESTONES
BAPTISMS
v David Robert Marquardt, son of Grace Worley Marquardt and Chris
Marquardt, was baptized on January 13, 2013
v Emma Louise Andrews, daughter of Charles E. Andrews, Jr. and Allison
Hadden Andrews, was baptized on May 26, 2013

v John Stephen Voss was baptized June 9, 2013
v Evelyn Ann Dorsey, daughter of Chris and Lisa Dorsey, was baptized on
June 30, 2013
v Abigail Leigh Constantine, daughter of Stacie and Henry Constantine
IV, was baptized on Sunday, October 6, 2013
v Lainey Wilson Harris, daughter of Torrey Templer Harris and William
Harris, Jr., was baptized on Sunday, October 20, 2013
v Sean Kilby, son of Naida Meares and Mike Kilby, was baptized on
Sunday, October 27, 2013
v Kelly Kilby, daughter of Naida Meares and Mike Kilby, was baptized on
Sunday, October 27, 2013
v Catherine Elizabeth Zolandz, daughter of Kristy and Michael Zolandz,
Jr., was baptized on Sunday, November 17, 2013
v Anna Helen Zolandz, daughter of Kristy and Michael Zolandz, Jr., was
baptized on Sunday, November 17, 2013
v Kristy Zolandz was baptized on Sunday, November 17, 2013
v Kayla Paige Rakowitz, born 7/23/2013 in Fairfax VA, and daughter of
A3524 Janet Rakowitz and A3525 Scott Rakowitz, was baptized on
Sunday, December 1, 2013
v Konnor Knox Rakowitz, son of Janet and Scott Rakowitz, was baptized
on Sunday, December 1, 2013
v Chloe Beth Rakowitz, daughter of Janet and Scott Rakowitz, was
baptized Sunday, December 1, 2013
v Elizabeth Joy Merrill, daughter of Grace and Matt Merrill, was baptized
on Sunday, December 8, 2013
v Magnolia Hope Merrill, daughter of Grace and Matt Merrill, was baptized
Sunday, December 8, 2013
MARRIAGES
v Aaron Lembo and Mallory Carellas were married in Roanoke, VA,
September 28, 2013
v Shannon O'Lyn Mahoney and Adam Nicholas Dintini were married on
November 8, 2013 at Little Falls Presbyterian Church
DEATHS:
v Ruth Katherine Lobianco - January 11, 2013
v Melissa Waters - January 12, 2013
v Vivian F. “Frankie” Payne - February 12, 2013

v Agnes W. Justice - February 26, 2013,
v Anne Louise Haulsee - March 17, 2013
v John Kirkpatrick White - May 5, 2013
v Don Lee Hopkins - May 23, 2013
v Glenn O. Davis - May 31, 2013
v Jonathan Langwick Wilkin - Tuesday, July 16, 2013
v Lee Anne Taylor Bowler - September 22, 2013
v Grace Marie Worley Marquardt - on November 23, 2013
v Clifford Elvin Loper - December 21, 2012
v Frances H. Harwell - December 23, 2013
v Morgan D. Roderick - December 30, 2013
NEW MEMBERS

Jan Brown

Kellie Caruthers

Chris & Grace Marquardt

Daniel & Sarah Chang

Doug Faley

Robert & Tricia Sellers

Ryan & Angela Smedes

Andrew Hudspeth
Cailyn Hudspeth
Madison Ihrig
Chip Stricker
Valerie Yoder
John Voss

Kristy Zolandz

