
 

  

2012 – Quite a Year! 
Dr. Matt Merrill, Pastor 

January 2013 

We exist to transform ourselves and  
our neighbors into growing followers of Jesus Christ. 

 
This month Matt’s Book 

Club is reading: 

Thriving at College  
by Alex Chediak 

Buy a copy for $10 
after the services,  

read it on your own.  
Then join us  

Jan 28th @ 7:30  
in the Library for book 

discussion.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
“Disciples of  

Jesus  
– genuine,  
committed,  

self-sacrificing 
followers of Christ  

– are not made 
overnight.” 

 
~ David Platt in 

Radical 
 

2012 was quite a year at Little Falls. In my experience, it was the tale 
of two very different six-month stretches. As I returned from my 
sabbatical in 2011, I knew that the leadership's vision for Little Falls 
(including my own) was fuzzy. That lack of clarity was hindering our 
church in significant ways. Early in 2012, it was obvious that there 
were frustrations with many aspects of our life and mission together. 
During the first quarter of last year, we were leaking momentum, 
money, staff and love.   
 
Your Session reacted to that situation in a way that really impressed 
me.  Instead of dividing us, our hardships (some self-imposed) drew us 
to God and one another. We asked many difficult questions of 
ourselves. God made it clear to all of us that He wasn't through 
with us yet. He was going to redeem our lives once again. In order 
to move forward, we needed to seek the Lord and His vision of where 
He wanted us to go. At the same time, we needed to know exactly 
where we were. Through focus groups, the online survey, and 
countless conversations with members and former members, we were 
able to identify our true strengths and weaknesses. During that same 
season, God gave us a very clear picture of His preferred future for 
us. We have been living into that vision since last summer. 
 
As the second half of the year started, God restaffed almost every 
position in the church. Chris Lugo came in with the relational drive and 
theological knowledge to form a youth group to make disciples. Todd 
Robinson came with a true love of both contemporary and traditional 
forms of worship and skills to match. On top of that, he also has the 
skills and passions to move our children's ministry forward. God has 
been doing some tough work on my heart that began during my 
sabbatical. In many ways I am a different person and pastor than I was 
in 2011. Now Sarah Pullen joins our team and I can't wait to see what 
she will add to our life together.  
 
We took risks in the last year and changed our worship schedule. That 

Continued on pg 2 
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move is leading us into "joyful, Christ-centered Worship" in two very different worship services. 
Refill Wednesdays have been a huge hit and January's series on "Discovering Gold: Finding God's 
riches in the Bible" is the best content we have offered yet.  Communication from the Session is so 
much better. More than that, there is a sense of love and excitement in our midst that I have 
not seen in a long time. 
 
As we enter 2013, I cannot wait to see what God will do in and through us! 

Continued from pg 1 

At the beginning of October, we adopted a new Sunday morning schedule: 9:30 Contemporary 
and 11:00 Traditional. Since the change, overall worship attendance is up 11% as compared with 
the same time last year. The 9:30 Contemporary is bursting at the seams, with over 140 people in 
the chapel on December 16. Attendance at the Traditional service is regaining some lost ground, 
and is benefitting from the stronger contrast with the style of the contemporary service, 
developing a more traditional atmosphere. Todd Robinson has been key to developing both of 
these worship services. The choir and band both are growing as a result of his gifts and talents. 
9:30 and 11:00 attenders are enjoying visiting more often with one another now that the services 
are closer together, and the number of adults involved in weekly Christian education has more 
than doubled as a result of our new "Refill Wednesday" programs. 
 
As we enter 2013, the Contemporary Service will likely move into the sanctuary due to a need for 
more space.  With your help, this change can be one that benefits both services. For quite some 
time, we have been planning to replace the main speakers in the sanctuary for a clearer sound. 
That same plan involved installing permanent projection screens, improving visibility from both 
sides and replacing our "folding stand on a table" apparatus. The Trustees are also aware that 
the sanctuary carpet is quite worn.  As we replace carpeting, we believe there are opportunities to 
gain better seating for the choir, add flexibility to the setup of the chancel and create a warmer, 
more intimate feeling in the sanctuary.  Early in 2013, we will show you some ideas and get input 
on how to make them better.   

Updates on Worship Services 
Dr. Matt Merrill, Pastor 

Staff Completed! 
 
Beginning January 2nd, Sarah Pullen will be Little Falls' church 
secretary. Sarah is a native of North Carolina, has previous 
experience in a US Senator's office, and loves Jesus. Please 
introduce yourself to her and join us in welcoming her to 
Little Falls. We are now fully staffed, after being 
understaffed for almost all of 2012. God has been 
amazingly generous in bringing such capable people to work 
in our church! 

“The Church exists for nothing else but to draw men 
into Christ, to make them little Christs.  
If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, 
missions, sermons, even the Bible itself, are simply a 
waste of time.”   –  CS Lewis   
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Put away the tambourines and bring out the 808 drums. Once a month during the school season 
hundreds (not a typo) of middle school kids from Arlington and the surrounding areas fill up 
Friendship Hall for the Little Falls Dance. The dance affords Chris and other Christians a contact 
work environment to engage middle school students from around the area and blesses these kids 
by providing them a safe, fun evening. David Wilson and a core group of volunteers have been 
leading the Little Falls Dance for over a decade. In December at an open meeting of the 
congregation we celebrated their hard work and service. We also talked about ways to more fully 
engage members of the church in the dance and to more fully reach out to the children who 
attend. We seek to build on the momentum of that discussion and try new ways to build 
relationships with these kids and invite them to consider attending Kaleo and other activities at the 
church. 
  
Please consider giving your time and energy to helping with a future dance. We will schedule a 
time in January to train any new volunteers for a variety of roles at the dance. We also welcome 

Middle School Dances 
Norris Cochran, Elder 

We are so blessed. The beauty and love of the Lord surrounds us and there is no easier place to 
see it than in the eyes of the littlest children in our midst. The folks at Little Falls are bringing 
back Music and Story Time, Winter Edition starting January 8. Not familiar with Music and Story 
Time?  Picture our own Alan MacEwen playing engaging songs for nannies, moms, preschoolers 
and babies alike as they dance, sing, play and make new friends!  After everyone is all danced 
out, we settle down for a story. What a beautiful way to share God’s love and the gifts He has 
given us with our neighbors!  

This winter we thank God as well for a new face at M&ST. Todd Robinson, Little Falls Church’s 
new Children’s Education and Music Director, will be joining Julie Verry and Alan MacEwen in this 
ministry. 

Please spread the word about Music and Story Time. The greatest blessing would be to see new 
families become a part of this delightful weekly ministry. 

Music and Story Time Tuesdays This Winter 

Dates: January 8 through March 19 

Time: 10am to 11am 

Registration:  There is a small registration fee of $35 per child to cover incidental costs. (The fee 
is capped at $70 for families with three or more children.) You may register in advance, on the 
first day, or on the first day you can attend. Checks should be payable to Little Falls Church and 
can be dropped off or mailed to the office (6025 Little Falls Rd., Arlington, VA 22207) 

If you and your little ones would like to come, please RSVP to Alan MacEwen at 
alan@grandsons.com or call 703.585.8020. If the registration fee is in any way a barrier, please 
contact us. Scholarships are available. 

 
 
 

Dancing for the Wee Ones Too 
Julie Verry 

Praise him with tambourine and dance... 
- Psalm 150:4 

 

additional ideas on how to more fully engage the attending middle school students 
before, during and after the dance period. As the members of the congregation who 
already serve at the dance can attest, the dance provides a unique opportunity to 
serve the children of our community with a minimal time commitment. If you think 
you might be interested, please reach out to our youth director Chris Lugo 
(chris@littlefallschurch.org) or to Norris Cochran (norrisandlesley@gmail.com). 
Thank you! 
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January 2013 Prayer Calendar: SANCTIFICATION 

Salvation: Act of faith 

Sanctification: Walk of faith 

Service: Work of faith 

 
Dec 30 – Jan 5: Romans 8:16 

For His Holy spirit speaks to us deep in our hearts and tells us that we are God’s children. 

Focus: Sanctified as God’s child 

 
Jan 6 - 12: Romans 10:9-11 

For you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart. 

Focus: Sanctified through belief in Jesus 

Jan 13 – 19: Roman 8:9 

But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by spirit if you have the spirit 
of God living in you. (And remember that those who do not have the spirit of Christ living in 

them are not Christians at all.) 

Focus: Our desire to be controlled by God’s Holy Spirit. 

Jan 20 – 26: Romans 8:5-6 

Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things. But those who are 
controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the spirit. If your sinful nature 

controls your mind, there is death. But if the Holy Spirit controls your mind there is  
life and peace. 

Focus: Life and peace when the Holy Spirit controls our mind. 

 
Jan 27 – Feb 2: Romans 12:1-2 

And so dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God. Let them be a 
living and holy sacrifice – the kind he will accept. When you think of what he has done for you, is 

it too much to ask? Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform 
you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know what God wants 

 you to do and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect his will really is. 

 

Focus: Living in God’s transformation 

 

 

Sanctification, as defined by Wayne Grudem, is: 
"a progressive work of God and man  

that makes us more and more  
free from sin and  

like Christ in our actual lives.” 
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Welcome New Members: 

• Katherine Hartman 
• Mark and Karla Loper 
• Scott & Janet Rakowitz 

 

Promoted to Glory: 

• Marty Wildhack 
• Harriet Wilt 
• Margaret Kearney, member 

of LFPC for over 45 years 
before moving to Vero 
Beach, FL in 2006. 

New Audio Titles in the Library 
 
“Check out” these audiobooks recently added to the LFPC library catalog. Audiobooks are a great 
way to feed your mind and heart while you commute to work, exercise at the gym, fold laundry or 
simply cannot locate your reading glasses.  
 

• Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxes 
• A Grief Observed by CS Lewis 
• Hinds Feet on High Places by Hannah Hurnard 
• The Me I Want to Be by John Ortberg 
• Good News about Injustice: A Witness of Courage in a Hurting World by Gary Haugen 
• The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman 
• Just Do Something by Kevin DeYoung 
• Prayer by Richard Foster 
• Desiring God by John Piper 
• The Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan Manning 
• Blue Like Jazz by Donald Miller 
• The Religious Affections by Jonathan Edwards 
• The Practice of the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence 
• Generous Justice by Tim Keller 

“For as in one body  
we have many members,  

and the members do not all 
have the same function,  
so we, though many, are  

ONE BODY IN CHRIST,  
and individually members  

one of another.” 

~ Romans 12: 4-5 

 

Feed Your Marriage 
 
Join Little Falls for our first ever COUPLES RETREAT at Skycroft in Middletown, Maryland.  Matt 
will help you and your spouse face the complexities of life-long commitment with the wisdom of 
God. The retreat begins at 10:00 AM on Saturday, February 2 and concludes on Sunday, 
February 3 at 2:00 PM. The cost is only $175 per married couple. Contact Kelly Schomburg 
(kellyschomburg@gmail.com or 703-869-3973) or Matt for more details.   

Are you a visitor or 
new member? 
 
Contact the church 
office to have your 
e-mail address 
added to the weekly 
mailing list. You will 
receive regular 
updates on what is 
happening in the life 
of the church.  

Church Family Announcements 
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Journey to Africa with ACT III 
Mary K. Johnson & Ginger MacEwen 

Come celebrate the New Year by going on an African adventure with Act III!  You don’t need a 
ticket, passport or any malaria pills. Our speaker, Jackie Drujinsky, will tell us about her safari in 
Tanzania and on the plains of the Serengeti. We will see photos of wildebeests and zebras on their 
annual migration--considered one of the ten natural travel wonders of the world!  We will visit a 
Masai village, and descend into the famed Ngorongoro Crater. All from the comfort of our own 
Friendship Hall! Sound a little familiar? This is the same safari to Tanzania we promised you last 
October. That program was postponed due to our speaker’s illness. Now she has recovered and is 
eager to share her adventure with us.  

We will meet on January 16th at 11:30 am in Friendship Hall. After a delicious lunch, we will 
embark on our African adventure. Remember, you are always encouraged to bring friends, 
neighbors, or family members to Act III. Just tell your caller the total number, or call the church 
office and tell us how many guests you will bring. 

 

The following is taken from the Christmas Letter received from LFPC supported missionaries, Rob 
and Lisa MacEwen.  
 
Last Sunday, Rob preached at the church we attend here in Singapore. He spoke on trusting Jesus 
through the storms of life (Luke 8:22-25). After the service, a slim Chinese woman approached 
him. “I just want you to know that your message really ministered to me,” she said. She went on 
to share that she has been worried about her son, who has been experiencing emotional turmoil 
while going through puberty—even declaring that he would prefer not to live. Rob prayed with 
her for her son and she told him she was really glad she had come to church that day. She had 
nearly stayed home, because her whole family had been sick from food poisoning that week. 

Whether through ministry at our church or through East Asia School of Theology (EAST), where we 
teach, we thank God for the opportunities He provides to touch lives with His Word. As you know, 
the scope of our ministry is not limited to Singapore. EAST has students from many different 
Asian nations, and has a special focus on “East Asia,” the restricted access country where we 
previously lived and served. Part of our seminary’s vision is to plant ten new extension centers in 
East Asia by the year 2020. 

We praise God that EAST will be offering its first two courses in Mandarin in the new quarter 
beginning February 2013! 

To help advance our seminary’s strategic partnership with the Cru ministry in East Asia, in 
January, Rob will go to Thailand to attend the bi-annual East Asia Opportunities Staff Conference.  
While there, Rob will be networking to strengthen relationships between EAST and field ministry 
leaders, as well as meeting with East Asian nationals to counsel them about their options for 
theological training. 

Lisa will also go to Thailand in January to take doctoral-level courses in missiology through Biola 
University. Please pray that we will both have a fruitful time in Thailand. 

Thank you, Little Falls family, for partnering with us to serve God and bless people in Asia. In 
Christ’s love, 

Rob, Lisa, and Lydia MacEwen 

 

News from the MacEwens in Asia 
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www.littlefallschurch.org    
6025 Little Falls Road, Arlington, VA  22207 
703.538.5230     

We exist to transform ourselves and our neighbors into growing followers of Jesus Christ. 

  

1 Landon Thompson 
Nadia Rowe 
William Wildhack 
Mary Elkind 
Kristen Mirick 

2 Del Newell 

3 Julie Sagatov 
Susan Hargreaves 
Dick Newell 

4 Madeline Thompson 
Layne Sweatt 

6 Vicky Potter 
George Wysor 
Caleb Davis 

7 Andrew Palmer 
Carolyn Baldwin 
Dick Wilson 

8 Kristen Bishop 

9 J.R. Turner 

10 Bill Barnard 
Paul Hansen 
William Thomas 

14 Kendra Kuehn 
Mac Hannis 

15 Richard Kelso 

16 Christian Hudspeth 
Ellen Juhnke 
Grace Merrill 
Katie Rash 

17 Dalton Taylor 
Molly Moore 

18 Jonah Moran 

 

Happy January Birthday to…   

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage PAID 

Arlington, VA   
Permit No. 631 

Current Resident or 

19 Daniel Burns 
Martha Rodeheaver 

20 Jack Maher 

22 Aaron Gies 
Becky Ramsey 

23 Rich Kuehn 
Jonathan Batzli 

24 Lib Beckley 

25 Elaine Kendrick 
Evelyn Cochran 
Sadie Akst 

26 Emma Sebastian 

27 Elizabeth Thompson 
Carlton Blake 

 

28 Sandy Douglas-Parker 
Frank Myers 

29 Joe Wysor 
Jim Turner 
Colleen Bishop 

30 Nancy Gordon 
Chris Lugo 
Anna Hudock 
Corbett Thomas 
Kristen Hitt 

31 Gabby Sicuranza 
George Wysor, Jr. 
Glenn Davis 


