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Sed justo. 

We  
joyfully 

PROCLAIM  
the love  
of God in  

Jesus Christ, 
GROW  

in His truth,  
and  

SHARE  
His Gospel  

with our 
neighbors. 
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The Christian  

does not  
think  

God will love us 
because  

we are good,  
but that God will  

make us  
good because  

He loves us. 

— C.S. Lewis 
 

1

A few of the people I follow on Twitter have been tweeting “Signs you 
are growing in grace…” For my own growth, I have been collecting 
these. I am finding that some of them reveal God’s work in me – 
because I have grown. Others confront me with the ugly truth of my 
fallenness. More and more I am running to God in prayer when I am 
confronted with my own sinfulness. By His love and grace, I am asking 
Him to change me. I’m happy to report that He is faithfully answering 
these prayers. 

Signs you are growing in grace… 

• You talk about your justification ten times more than your 
victimization. 

• You catch people “doing it right” in a 3 to 1 ratio to “doing it 
wrong.” 

• You throw fewer pity parties, because you go to Jesus more 
quickly than to self-contempt. 

• You’re in your seat in the sanctuary seven minutes early to pray 
for the service. 

• You see the image of God in people a lot more quickly than you 
used to. You are less dismissive. 

• You no longer blame your bad attitude on other people. You 
are learning to take responsibility for you. 

• Even your body language is beginning to speak grace. 
• You feel like you are just beginning to appreciate all the riches 

and depth of John 3:16. 
• When reacting to a foolish driver, your glare is not as mean nor 

your horn blast as long. 
• You are way more preoccupied with what Jesus has done for 

you than what you are doing for Him. 
• You are less like a drive-by-shooting with criticisms and more of 

a healing presence. 
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Summer 2014  

Baptisms 

Katharine "Kate" Verry  
& Kristen Verry  
September 7 

 
Michael, Christal, Amelia & 

Serena Platt   
September 14 

 

Promoted to Glory 

Lois Edgar  
July 25 

 
Bettye Teague 
September 2 

 

New Members 

Michael & Christal Platt 

Seth & Julie Verry 
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• You are more disgusted with your critical spirit than offended by others’ sins. 
• You are increasingly less quarrelsome, sarcastic and easily offended. 
• The love of Jesus is compelling you to be more generous with your time, talent & treasure. 
• Compliments don’t intoxicate you and criticism doesn’t decimate you. 
• You desire less stuff rather than simply buying more. 
• You pray for people you would really rather gossip about. 

We are all a “work in progress” as God continues His transformative work in us, redeeming us 
in this life and preparing us for the next.  

 “And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work 
 in you will bring it to completion  

at the day of Jesus Christ.” – Philippians 1:6 
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Little Falls has a long history of supporting local missions with our time and treasure. Two years 
ago, when I became the Elder of Community Service, I wanted to build on this great legacy. To 
that end, we explored ways to identify signature projects and organizations in our local 
community where we could provide not just financial resources but also give of our time. After 
approaching and exploring several possible groups, it was agreed that the Arlington Bridge 
Builders (ABB) was the partner organization God had in mind for us. 

Personally, I was so encouraged to see a group of folks who sought to both serve the poor and 
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ in a cohesive manner. Beginning a handful of years ago, 
a group of pastors became acutely concerned about the welfare of day laborers. Many in this 
group are a part of Pastor Matt’s Wednesday morning prayer group. What began as a monthly 
day of passing out meals and praying with folks has turned into a fully-orbed ministry. 

ABB is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profit, evangelical organization dedicated to supporting the local 
community by faith and to the glory of God. They are a partnership of area churches, Christian 
organizations and individuals who seek to positively impact Arlington through compassionate 
service and the sharing of the Gospel. Their mission is to work toward an Arlington and Northern 
Virginia where Christ is known, honored and accepted as Lord and Savior through a committed 
partnership of all evangelical churches, individuals and ministries.  

Currently there are eleven local churches, including Little Falls, Cherrydale Baptist, Emmanuel 
Presbyterian and McLean Bible Church that support ABB through their time, talent and treasure. 
These groups meet monthly with the ABB leadership to discuss the needs of some of the smaller 
member churches and how the larger, better-funded churches in Arlington can provide assistance. 

Some of the community outreach programs initiated by ABB include its monthly food pantry, 
program support for smaller churches, a clothing ministry partnership with Mom2Mom, a middle 
school mentoring program (BLAST), and a legal services partnership that helps foreign-born 
clergy to attain legal residence status. 

So far, Little Falls has partnered with ABB on several initiatives, including a back to school 
backpack drive, the Thanksgiving baskets and the Christmas giving tree. We are on the lookout 
for ways of growing our partnership with ABB and getting more of you involved. As the Lord 
inspires you, please share your ideas with me. Or if you’d like to connect with ABB’s staff member, 
email Pastor David Moshier at Revdavidmoshier54@verizon.net. Please include him and this 
ministry in your prayers as they continue to do terrific work in our local community. 

Arlington Bridge Builders 
Frank Wilton, Elder  

When we live in the love of God,  
we begin to pay attention to people the way God pays attention to us. 

- John Ortberg in Love Beyond Reason 



 

 

4 

Summer 2014  
  

Vacation Bible Camp 
Michelle Knott 

1

VBC. Three little letters. They are so little you might be tempted to think that VBC is a little thing.  
After all, it involves little people. And they do little kid things like playing games and eating 
snacks. 

But VBC is far from little in its impact. Vacation Bible Camp is a powerful week where little people 
are introduced to the big idea that God loves them. In fact, He loved them enough to make a way 
for them to know Him. 

This year, our VBC theme was Wilderness Escape. We learned all about Moses and how he led 
the Israelites through the desert. We learned about the many challenges they faced, and how 
each time God provided for them. The children gathered and tasted “manna” and “quail” (which 
looked remarkably like oyster crackers and marshmallow peeps). They crossed the Red Sea and 
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even felt the sea spray on their 
faces. Each day the children 
listened carefully to powerful 
stories straight from God’s Word. 
Finally, on Friday, we shared how 
many years after Moses rescued 
the Jewish people from Egypt, 
God sent another Rescuer. This 
time the Rescuer was His own 
Son. And unlike the Passover 
lambs of old, this Savior was 
perfect. We told how Jesus was 
the ultimate Rescuer, sent to pay 
the price for our sins by giving his 
life on a wooden cross. Through 
prayer together, we gave the 
children the chance to place their 
lives in the hands of this loving 
God. 

God was at work in countless 
ways during the week. We thank 
God for the chance to share His 
dramatic story of salvation with 
kids from our neighborhood. We 
thank God for the fun outdoor 
games they played, and the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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wonderful songs they sang in praise.  
We thank God for the healthy snacks 
and fellowship the children shared 
while they made crafts. We thank 
God that we were able to distribute 
more than thirty Jesus Storybook 
Bibles to families that didn’t have 
one. We thank God for all the 
families who joined us the Sunday 
after VBC for a great church service, 
cookout, climbing wall, fire truck and 
plenty of cotton candy. We thank 
God for the little lives that were 
forever changed because they 
embraced the Good News in their 
hearts. 

We could never have done VBC 
without all the selfless volunteers 
who worked so hard to make it a 
success. We are grateful to each one 
of you! Thank you for doing a very 
big job in the lives of little people 
during VBC. 
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If you asked me when I was in college if I would end up 
serving God in His church, I would have probably 
laughed out loud. Although I grew up attending church 
and continued to do so in college, I never really 
understood the implications of the Cross or the Gospel 
until I was in my mid-20s. I called myself a Christian 
simply because I went to church. But church attendance 
had no impact on the way I lived and my lifestyle did not 
line up with the belief system I professed. I was really 

Laughing Out Loud 
Jennifer Greenleaf - Ministry Associate for 
Discipleship, Family Ministry and Adult Small Groups 

 

2

living for intellectual growth and the pursuit of pleasure: reading, partying and running after boys 
were the things with which I was predominantly occupied. I distinctly remember walking across 
the Sunken Gardens on the William and Mary campus one glorious spring day when thankfulness 
for the beauty of the day welled up inside of me. I began thanking God for sunshine, blue sky, 
birds and the beauty of the garden. When my musings turned to the nature of God, I decided the 
same god was at the heart of all religion:  Buddha, Allah, Jesus, etc. were simply different 
expressions of the same being. Without any research or comparative analysis of religions, I 
concluded that I was aligned with the “Jesus version” of god by virtue of my upbringing. 
Fundamentally, I was functioning as arbiter of truth. I was playing god but I didn’t realize it. 

After graduating from William and Mary with a degree in History, I returned home to Falls Church 
to look for work. I landed a job as a Technical Writer at a high technology services firm.  I moved 
up the chain quickly becoming Project Manager and then a Program Manager with expertise in 
Process Improvement, Change Management and Quality Assurance. It was good work and I 
enjoyed it. But deep in the recess of my conscience, I always knew I would leave technical services 
to pursue some kind of career in education. My passion was working with people and discovering 
together things that would help us grow intellectually, practically or spiritually. 

As I was climbing the corporate ladder, the Lord stepped in and shook things up. I decided to join 
the church I had grown up attending, but God had more than church membership in mind for me: 
He wanted a relationship. (He always had!) In the membership class, I was introduced to the four 
spiritual laws:  (1) God loves you and has a great plan for your life; (2) Man is sinful and separated 
from God; (3) Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for man’s sin; and (4) We must individually 
receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. For the first time, I began to see that Christianity was not 
like other religions and the God of the Bible was not like other so-called gods. God had pursued 
me because He loves me and gave His Son to rescue me.   

In this class, I was taught about the authenticity and authority of the Scriptures; however, some of 
the Old Testament stories such as Creation and the Flood just didn’t make sense to me.  

(Continued on page 7) 



 

 

Summer 2014  

  

In my life, I have served in two armies. In the 1950s, I served in the U.S. Army in Korea. In the 
2000s, I served in “Garth’s Army.” Garth Radley was a retired executive in my church in Charlotte, 
NC. He organized a dozen of us other retired guys into an “army” to do fix-up projects around 
that church. We met monthly to do small jobs like painting, replacing light fixtures and installing 
new door hardware. Looking back, we were able to make quite a difference to the church 
buildings. The trustees loved that these small jobs were being done (with free labor), we loved the 
fellowship with one another, and our wives loved getting us out of the house.  

When I moved here to Arlington last year I gained a great new church, but I missed Garth’s Army.  
I asked my son-in-law, Pastor Matt, if there were a group like Garth’s Army at Little Falls. He said, 
“No, but it would be great to have one.” Out of that conversation, I began to ask some guys 
around Little Falls if they would be interested in a group like Garth’s Army. They were. The staff 
named the group, “Doug’s Crew.” Currently the crew consists of:  Ron Burger, Larry Hale, Gregg 
Kurasz, Dick MacEwen, Lowell Schuyler, Larry Stump and me. I have enjoyed getting to know 
these guys as we have worked on projects together.   

So far we have renovated two classrooms off the chapel, so our Children's Church has as nice of a 
place to meet as the new nursery. We have replaced the missing bollard light at the back 
entrance, repainted some hand rails, installed a push bar door opener at the back door of Erwin 
Hall as well as replaced the door closer in the same area. We installed the hooks from which our 
banners hang in the sanctuary and we even made and installed the little door that allows for 
access to the attic area. We have also done some yard work over and above the normal work of 
our contracted yard crew. We currently meet in the church library on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 10:00 a.m. If anyone thinks he or she might be interested, just show up at a meeting and 
find out what we are all about. Or if you see a project around the church you think we could 
tackle, just let us know by contacting a member of the crew.  

What is Doug’s Crew?  
Doug Faley 
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Eventually I realized I had been expecting God to address every single question and doubt I had 
before I would commit myself to following Him. Jesus was inviting me to set aside my 
determination to know everything He knows. He was asking me to set aside my determination to 
be my own god. He was calling me to trust Him. The Lord whispered to the deepest part of my 
heart that He would reveal the truth of the Scriptures to me over time, as I needed it. More 
importantly, He was whispering to the deepest part of my soul how profoundly He loved me. By 
the end of the class I had surrendered my life to the one who created me and accepted Jesus as 
my God and Savior. Since that day, Jesus has become my very best friend, constant companion 
and the reason for which I live. The Bible shapes how I think about life and the way I interact with 
the world. The Lord is the source of my joy and He fills my mouth with laughter. 

Continued from pg 6 

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.  
Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. 

 – Psalm 40:3 
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We joyfully proclaim the love of God in Jesus Christ, grow in His truth, and share His Gospel with our neighbors. 

 
I could more  
easily contain  

Niagra Falls in a 
teacup than  

I can comprehend  
the wild, 

uncontainable  
love of God.  

– Brennan Manning 

 

Youth hanging out on the new ‘gaga ball’ pit behind Erwin Hall 
at the Kaleo Kickoff Kookout in early September. 


